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productivity did not cease with Asshur-etil-ili-
ukinni. It had already ceased while Asshurbanapal
was still reigning. The story, as above set forth,
shows that we have no knowledge of the later
years of his reign. The reign of Asshur-etil-ili-
ukinni only continued the dearth of record which
the later years of Asshurbanapal had begun. As
ill some other periods of Assyrian history, there
was indeed but little to tell. In his later days
Asshurbanapal had remained quietly in Nineveh,
interested more in luxury and in his tablets or
books than in the salvation of his empire. In
quietness somewhat similar the reign of his suc-
cessor probably passed away. He had no enthu-
siasm and no ability for any new conquests. He
could not really defend that which he already
had. The air must have been filled with rumors
of rebellion and with murmurs of dread concern-
ing the future. The future w*us out of his power,
and he could only await, and not avert, the fate of
Assyria. It did not come in his reign, and the
helpless empire was handed on to his successor.

There is doubt a$ to who the next king of As-
syria may have been. Mention is found of a cer-
tain king whose name was Sin-shum-lishir, who
must have reigned during this period, and perhaps
it was he who followed the son of Asshurbanapal
upon the throne. Whether that be true or not,
we have no word of his doings.

The next king of Assyria known to us was Sin-
shar-ishkun. He had coine to the throne in sorry